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by a staff reporter

A thwm which aims to turn
neighbours into
lending

his friend Ryan Davies in the hope of
re-establishing stronger relationships
between neighbours, The idea came
1o him when he borrowed a pint of
milk from his own neighbour in
Fulham, London.

“I became good friends with m
downstairs  neighbour thmuh
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Website launches nelghbourly lendmg

and then graduated to some chairs,
and then I borrowed his laptop. After
that, we took down the dividing walls
of the garden and shared it. Then |
saw someone in the street cutting
We don’'t have any hedge-
cutters, and | ; what if
there was « for On
1‘:&-&. there are 95 homes, and
is the point of 95 hedgecutters
that only get used once or twice a
year?

“Later, we were to realise it wasn't
just lending: it was ?nring away all of
that stuff we have lurking about in
our house that we don’t really need,
S0 in some ways Streetbank is a
shared attic.”

Mr Stephens tested the website in
his aren for several months before
launching it at his xlmnh St Paul's,
Hammer m;f l.: e I S0 |n
sirevibank o

members \-lur are Swiyj i'lll’ and
lending household gooda ﬂﬂ‘hﬁﬂ
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Mr Stephens, who runs a
recruitment consultancy for NGOs
and charities, said: “I am constantly
surprised at the people who sign up.
There are lots of City types who earn
lots of money who have joined.

“But the peuplr who have really
caught the vision are predominantly
women, in places where there is some
degree of community spirit left,
There is an element of trust there in
these areas already; so it builds
auppmt more quickly, That's not to

Z it won't in other areas, but it may
¢ more time"

He was brought up in a village in
Hertfordshire, in an active commu-
nity in which his parents were heavily
involved, He believes passionately
that the internet —— despite being so
often attacked for encouraging super

ficinl or inappropriste velation
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“Stesetbank wses the internet to
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At your service:
tomato seed-
lings and a uni-
cycle were
among items
brought to the
Streetbank |
launch at St
Paul's, Hammer- |
smith, last week

don't have the courage to go up to a
neighbour on the street and ask for
help: lhey wnrry about the response
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to “ of
community that, I think, is still there

umlrr the surface. It doesn’t take a lot

for it to emerge. People are more
affluent now, and that makes them
more independent: if you are poor,
you depend on others more. I want to
cmnuure people to hold on to their
things less tightly, and see lhni

\lmrmu what we have is exciting.”

MNew s of Streetbank can enter
their puﬁlun\r and find owt how
many people in their area have

Trust has paid off so far. Mr
Stephens says: “We've had no bad
experiences yet. I s ﬁeﬂ
have been given ina leu—thn
perfect state, but we haven't had

and no one has nicked
It is about a social
sometimes can let

you down. But we think these are
risks worth taking.
“What motivates me is the picture
of how we should live in Acts 4
[“Those who owned lands or houses
sold them, ht the money from
the salee . . . and \t was distributed to
anyone as he had need’) Ws an
exciting vision, and | hope this is just

1o meet face to face  registered and are offering items o one step forward.”
M plqpll lennd or share, wiwstrectbank.com
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